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underground work, it should bo added,
the uso of compressed air has been
found to present the great advantage of
furnishing a jmror atmosphere instead
of deteriorating it.

It is impossible to see oil the uses to
which this now motive power will ba
applied. Doubtless, it will be applied
to tho propulsion of street and railway
cars, as well as to tho transmission of
power to factories and mines. Doubt-
less, also, there will bo multiplied
forms of machinery adapting it to ev-

ery possible uso for which forco i
noodod.

Very Heavy Judgments in the Court
of Claims.

The Court of Claims has rendered tho
following judgments for cotton seiztnl
by Gen. Sherman's forces at tho time of
tho capture of Savannah, and sold '.y
tho United States : In favor of Win.
Battersby and tho executors of Thos. S.
Mctoalf, $185,212, being tho largest
single judgment ever rendered by tho
Court of Claims. Battersby is an alien
from Great Britain, who has resided for
thirty years iu Savannah. Tho cotton
claim of Wm. S. Mills, another British
subject, was dismissed on tho ground
that the cotton for which he sued was

by him outside of tho Union
fmrchasedin violation of tho regulations
then iu force. Judgment was rendered
for $155,554 in favor of Chas. Greene,
of Savannah, also a subject of Great
Britain. The main question iu this ciiso
was whether an alien, domiciled during
tho rebellion within insurrectionary
States, could bo guilty of tho crime of
treason against the United States.

Tho Court of Claims, following tho
decision of tho United States Supremo
Court laRt term, decides this question
affirmatively, bnt also holds nnder tho
same decision that aliens thus guilty of
treason by failing to observe their obli-

gations of qualified allegiance, were in-

cluded and pardoned by tho Presi-
dent's amnesty proclamation, of Decem-

ber 25th, 1808. A decision was render-
ed in the long pending case of Eliza J.
Atocha. administratrix of Alexander J.

BY H. E. HUDSON.

The moriiiug hours passed one by one ;

The noon came with its world of gold ;
The petty househsld tasks wera done.

And friends were gathered, new aud old ;
And all the weddin mirth begun,

And .(ests were made, aud tales wr told
' Bnt still he came not, though the sun

Chased shadows from tha wood and wold.

Within her chamber, new arrayed
In laces' fairy gossamer.

She sat and wondered, half afraid.
And starting at the breezes' stir ;

And starting if a bird betrayed
Its nearness by a chirp or whir

Amazed, and doubting, since he staid.
What cause his coming might defer.

Her Bisters, gay an hour ago.
Sought comfort in each other's eyes,

And filled the moments' tardy flow
With baty questions aud replies.

The wedding guests who sat below
Whispered their commeats and surprise.

The mother, moving to aud fro,
Still kept her gentle, cheerful guise.

The ancient clock, bndeckd with flowers,
Was poiuting out the Bigu of two :

Too swiftly now the busy hours
Moved onward iu the courses due.

The bridal parents, loving dawers
Of old affection proved anew.

Lay underneath their tiny bowers
Unheeded ; and the moments grew,

And made another hour. The while
She waitsd, grown heart-sic- k with dread,

Her sisters sought with harmless guile
To smooth the careful words they said,

And tried with many a winning wile
To scatter fears that silence fed.

Still, with white lips she. tried to smilo,
But turned away and wept instead.

" He may be ill." "If that be so
He must have sent us some brief word."

"We had the note two days ago."
"Perhaps some new delay occurred."

" I never knew the time so slow."
Said one, in M'hispers scarcely heard,

"How strange! If we could only know !

Hi coming could not lie deferred !"

" And then, what will the people say ?"
" Oh, hush ! spak lower ; she may hear."

" I that a dust-clou- d, far away
Upon the road, aud comiug near?"

" It is ! it is ! I hope and pray
It may lie Koger ! Little fear

But that it is. A wedding-da- y

Without a bridegroom would be quoer."
The noise of wheels had reached her ear,

The tramp of horses oriveu fast ;
How quickly every brow grew clear

That clouds of doubt had overcast !

Aud, laughing out with sudden cheer,
She cried, " Ah, he is come at last !

I knew I had no cause for fear,
But yet, thank Hcavent the fear is pa it !

" I wonder what has kept him so !

And see my eyes are swollen and red
They're only at the bridge. How slow !

Tell me when tht1are near !', she said.
She smoothed the laces' tumbled uow,

Bewreatbed the flowers that crowned her head.
Smiled at the mirror's pretty show,

Aud paced the floor with restless tread.
" Tliev're here, and there is Roger !" " Nay,

That is not Eoger !" " Why, who, then 1"
" A stranger, and his hair is gray."

" But Itoger's with him Look again!"
" No. Now he's at the door ; but stay

Listen. They asked him ' where 7' and when ?'
What was it that I beard him say 7

The Erie Kailway 7 Found at teu 1"

A kuot of people iu the door,
Aud voices loud, then hushed and low :

" How many killed 7" " You say at four 7"
" A crowded train !" "If she should know 7"

' Dead when you found him 7" "Long before
And killed, I think, by one hard blow,

Ho must have laiu six hours or more
Netted withiu the ruins so.

" He had this letter in his hand ;
It saitl he was to wed y.

I thought, perhaps you understand
The news might come some harder way."

Only a girl's despairing cry
Hinging across the sunny air,

A murmur, fading to a sigh,
Then sudden silence every where.

And none had known that she was by,
And noue had thought to save or spare.

They stared, aghast. " Was she so uh"h T"
" Vou did not tell me she was here !'

And still the summer breezes fanned
Each tiny leaf aud bloomy spray,

And still throughout the happy laud
The blossoms told that it was May ;

For hearts may break aud loves grow cold
Betwixt the morning aud the eve,

And still the sunset gives its gold
To those who smile, to thoso who grieve ;

And graves are tilled aud men grow old,
And still the busy seasons weave

New live and loves ; aud laMt year's mould
Covers the dust of those they leave.

Itirprr'a Jf"ffozic.
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HOTELS.

GUEST HOUSE,
Sontli 7dnlii Street,

COLVMIilA, TENNESSEE.

Board, $2 per Day.

Carriages, bungle or saddle horses furnished on
application to the proprietor,

JAJLES Ii. GUEST.
Columbia, Jan. 1, 1S73.

NELSON HOUSE,
WALK Eli & LIPSCOMB, Proprietors,

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE.

Thia well ho tn house ia undergoing thorough
repair and newlj and is now open for the
accommodation of the pnblic generally.

Our ta'.les shad be furnished at all times with the
bent toe country will afford.

Servant poliU) and attentive, and every attention
will be given to make our house inferior to none in
the South.

We solicit the patronage of the public generally.
mib7-7a- tf WiLKFB t Lipscomb, I"roprietoni.

MAXWELL nOUSE,
Kaahvilla, Tennessee.

rT7rrr CO., rroriotor-H- .

STTCIiOUD hotel,
Cor. Church and Summer Street!",

JVaahvtUe, - - - - TenntHoi.

ERWIN 5c MoCOliD,
PEOPBKTOIVa.

No intoxication allowed on the premises.

MISCKL.L.ANEOTJS.

jOOKS! ROOKS!! KOOKS!!!
I'EP.roniCALf",

Stationery, Wall Paper,
Wind'iw Shade, Si hp, Notion, etc . at

' "W. H. EITCLX'S,

Wet Wide Pulillc ,Sjuare, C .!iiui?tia, Tennwow,

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF COLl'MltTA, TENX.

Capital, $100,000.
i.tit!:cToit:

T. Vr". KKKsr.E, 1U Ik M.h.kf, T. B. Rains, J. M.
Towutn, L. ERiKnm.N, J. II. Thomah,

John Fbiehx.s.

Receive deposit.', deal in foreign and domestic
cxrltantfe, ffold, mlver and povernnieiit Hecuritie.

Collwtious made ami remitted for on day of pay-
ment at currtnt rales of exchange

ltflenuo stamps for ale.
JOUN FBIEliSON,

President.
LUCIUS FRIEKSON,

,

Jar. B. C'nn.Pi;iiK. Caxliier.

W. H. WILLIAM

Titcomb& Williams,
"Wholesale and lift ail

DRUGGISTS.
A full supply of Medicines, Paints, Oils, Glas,

Wines and Liquors, Tobacco and Cigars, etc., con-
stantly on baud ; Iho Oardt'tl Seeds.

lrtTi!tion compounded at all hours
of day aud uiKht. fe!7-- 7

a. a. unooxB. nm iDSAii.

Lipscomb & Edsall,

GEOCERS,

Commission Mercliants
AND

WHOLESALE DEALERS,

Columbia, Tenn.,

Keep on hand all kinds of Field Seed at Tcry low
prices.

Everything new : everything bought low for cash,
ami everything sold low

r,-- n For Cash.

S8iM Machines.

IBest in Use.
ivrn universal satisfaction. Sold and guarantead

l v the
SINGER MANUFACTURING CO.,

Masonic Hall,
ar4-73-- ly Columbia, Tenni

Win. Shirley's

Monuments
.AND

TOM B STONES,
all of the

BEST ITALIAN MARBLE.

Also. I bftve the latent Pty!e of Dosiguf.

Tjrork a cheap as ran b d ne el. ln re.
lulactory ou West Mslu "treet, m ar the lusti-- j

wcbJSdy

I SCIENCE AND INVENTION.
How to Escape from, a Burning

House. If a person in a house on fire
has the presence of mind to apply a
wet cloth or handkerchief to his mouth
and nostrils, a passage can then be
eftected through the densest smoke
without any serious inconvenience. If
possible envelope the head and face
completely. ;

The phosphorescence of the sea is
due to two kindred causes, one being
the light emitted by certain living crea-
tures which have the faculty of becom-
ing luminous a faculty incidental to
the discharge of iheir vital functions;
the other being the light given out of
the bodies of the same creatures while
undergoing the process of decomposi-
tion. Which of these exercises the
larger share in illuminating the ocean is
yet uncertain, and' the point is not, per-
haps, very material ; but what is more
to the purpose is that among the former
are to be found three distinct genera,
subdivided, in the case of infusoria, in
to almost infinite species. These three
genera are the Acalephas (Manusse and
Cayanese families) among zoophites,
certain mollusca and infusoria. Of the
Acalephae, or sea-nettle- s, the Mammalia
scintillans is the most remarkable. It
is, when fully grown, no larger than a
pin's head, and yet has a luster that
makes it almost as brilliant as the
brightest star. It is more especially an
inhabitant of the tropics, and is a great
contributor to the glory which the sea
in those latitudes has over the waters
of colder zones.

It is not five years since all gas-wor-

were plague;! by an intolerable nuisance
that could not be got rid cf T refer to
ammoniacal liquor. It poisoned the
soil, and infected the air ; fire would
not destroy it, nor the depths of the
ocean retain it; under the name of
"Blue Billy" it floated in ghastly
patches on rivers, or, when emptied far
out at sea, made wind-boun- d ships un-
endurable by its pungent smell. At
present it is, in connection with its
hideous twin sister, gas-ta-r, one of the
most useful cf raw materials. It is the
basis of benzire and nitro-benzo- le ; it
illuminates large factories and yards;
it produces naptha, lamp-blac- k, and a
red pigment ; it is the solvent of resin,
caoutchouc, and gutta-perch- a ; il is a
lubricant to machinery, and an essential
ingredient in paraffine-oil- . There is no
such other water-proofe- r. Mixed with
some heavier oleaginous body, it pre-
serves wood from decay. As a disinfec-
tant against cholera and the plague, it
has no equal. It produces alum,

and carbolic acid. Indeed,
so valuable have thesa two
of gas-wor- gas-ta-r and ammoniacal
liquor become, that factories are set
up beside the gas-wor- ks to utilize this
refuse.

7he Vermin Asphyxiator. Tltio
who have suffered from the ravages of
the ground squirrels and gophers in
California, and of equally annoying an-

imals elsewhere, will welcome a satis,
factory method of exterminating these
depredators, devised by Mr. Bateson-th- e

inventor of what he calls the " Pa-
tent Vermin Asphyxiator," for destroy-
ing animals in buriows, and for other
purposes. The apparatus consists of a
vessel capable of being perfectly closed,
in which sheets of paper saturated with
sulphur or other subsfances may be
burned, and the fumes forced out
through a flexible tube by means of a
fan, which delivers the noxious gases,
with a pressure sufficient to drive them
into the minutest crevices. In the
course of public exhibition of the

recently given in London, nu-
merous experiments were tried, among
them the destruction of aphides on
plants, of weevils in grain, of snakes in
a hole, of rats in a drain-pip- e, etc. For
destroying rabbits, squirrels, or other
animals in burrows, it is only necessary
to introduce the flexible tube or nose
into one of the apertures, close up the
rest, if this can be done conveniently,
and then force a continuous stream of
gas through the burrows. A few min-
utes application is sufficient to destroy
every living thing within the influence
of the apparatus. One advantage of
this new method, is in its perfect safe-
ty, sulphurous acid being one of the
best preventers of combustion known,
and crpable, therefore, of being used
for extinguishing flames, in case of
need. Other incidental applications of
asphyxiator are as a disinfectant and
deodorizer. It is well known that sul
phurous acid is used very extensively
for destroying the germs ot small-po- x,

scarlet fever, yellow fever, cholera, etc.,
although there are sometimes difficul
ties in its application, which the present
arrangement seems to obviate, lho in-
ventor claims that one or two of the
machines can easily disinfect a vessel,
on battering down the hatches and
working the apparatus lrom the deck.
For cases where the dislodgement ot an
animal, as of a rabbit, etc., is desired,
rather than its destruction, what is
called a smoke paper is used, which,
when burned in the machines, produces
unbearable fumes that soon accomplish
the desired effect.

The Eailway Postal Service.
The importance and value to the pub-

lic of the railway postal service has not,
until quite recently, been understood.
A merchant in Ney York receives his
letters from Chicago, mailed in that
city only thirty hours before they are
put into his hands, quite as a matter of
course, without bothering his head
about thinking how this is accomplish-
ed. But for the railway postal service,
it would bo an utter impossibility ;

and the same letter, which now requires
thirty hours only, would take perhaps
forty hours in transmission. Every
year, almost every month, adds to the
number of lines upon which railway
postal service is placed, and the corps
of clerks employed in this most import-
ant branch of the postal service of the
country is rapidly augmenting.

In his last official report (dated No-

vember 15, 1872), the Postmaster-Gener- al

says regarding the railway post-offi- ce

service :

" Railway post-offic- es ccntiuue to re-

ceive the special attention of tbe De-
partment, and the improvement effect-
ed during the past year has been most
gratifying. Since the 30th of June,
1871, this branch of the service has
been largely extended. Eight new
lines have been established, with an
aggregate leDgth of 2,200 miles, The
daily service has been increased 6,09-- t

miles, and the annual service 2,224,310
miles, making necessary the appoint-
ment of 136 additional postal clerks of
various grades."

From au interesting table appended
to the report above quoted, it appears
that the amount of railroad mail ser-

vice, in successive years, from the com-
mencement of such servic efthe railway
mail service, be it remembered, not the
post-offic- e service) in 1836, to June 30,
1872, has increased at an average rate
of l,736f miles per annum. The report
of the first year. 1836, shows the annu-
al transportation on railroad and steam
boat routes combined. The length of
railroad routes was at first reported to
be 974 miles at the close of the year
ended June 30, 1837. The length in

tee, that they stopped the course of tho
stream for three days, and that for
weeks afterward the color of its waters
was blood-re- d. In their superstition.
the people of the neighborhood believe
that, during tho night of the day of the
massacre, every year, the Baghrettee
assumes the same color, and that tho
spirits of Tamorlane's daughter, of her
lover, and of tao immolated pnsoners,
haunt its banks oh that occasion.

Four times again sanguinary battles
were fought at the same memorable
spot; but, on all thoso occasions, tho
people of tho country succeeded in re
pelling the attacks of the invaders,
The Russians, this time, will certainly
havo no easy task in trying to cross the
river at Tiri. The frail bridge will pro-
bably bo allowed to remain iu its pres-
ent condition up to tho last moment,
owing to the superstitious belief of tho
people of Khiva that it was built by
the angels of heaven, and that tho lat-
ter were the first to cross it. This be-

lief has hitherto prevented tho khans
of the country from substituting a more
substantial structure in its stead.

The climate in this remarkable valley
is said to be as mild and balmy as its
surrounding scenery is magnificent.
Indeed, tho people of Khiva have a pro-
verb, "Go to Tiri, and live a hundred
years." In effect, tho inhabitants of
Tiri are noted for their vigorous and
healthy constitutions. Sickness is al-

most unknown there. The men are all
tall and well formed, and the women
are famous throughout the country fur
their handsome faces and delicato com-
plexion.

The Sea of Galilee.
Tho Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Tibe-

rias, or Lake of Genesareth, is a sheet
of water formed by the expansion of tho
bed of Jordan. It is about twelve and
a quarter milos long from north to
south, and at its broadest part six and
three-quart- er miles from east to west.
But its width is by no means regular,
its shape being that of a pear or a log
of mutton, the broadest part toward tho
north, and the more vrojecting side to-

ward the west, the eastern shore being
by comparison straighter, except noar
the lower end. It is full of fish. Its
waterB, thick and muddy at tho extreme
north, becomes clear and bright as they
approach its narrow end : for Jordan,
which flows into it a foul stream, leaves
the lake a pure and sweet river. The
surface is from 600 to 700 feet 1elow
the Mediterranean. Tho climate is
genial in winter, and not excessively
hot in summer. With shores that rise
but gently, iu most parts, from the bii-si- n,

and whoso color is uniformly
brown where seen above tho foliago ut
their bases, the scenery would bo tnmo
were it not for tho fine hills, including
the snowy tops of Hermon, which can
be seen all around through tho trans-
parent ether, and for the innumerable
effects of light and shade. Shrubs and
blossoms add to the beauty of the
coasts, which vary continually, being
sometimes backed by broad plans,
showing at others the openings of long
gorges, and elsewhere, especially to the
north, being broken into many and
charming bays. Volcanic action appears
to be energetic ; there are hot springs
in the Imsiu of tho lake, and very seri-
ous earthquakes occur. Wild bnrs are
to bo found on a plain to the north-
east.

Those who havo formed a mental pic-
ture of this sea eo often recurring in
sacred story as who in childhood has
not? have, no doubt, imagined awator
covered with ships and boats, resound-
ing with the noise of sailors aud fisher-
men, and flanked by many proud cities
rich with merchandise and glorious to
the sight. Alas for these visions ! the
cities, tho men and the traffic uwre there,
but they havo disappeared so complete-
ly that tho waters of tho lake may be
said to sleep amid a solitude. As for
the famous cities, of most of them it
cannot bo said with certainty where
they were, and the survey now in pro-
gress first begins to give us some relia-
ble data for identifying tlieir ruins;
one or two remain, b it not as cities;
small, dirty"Aiab villages alone repre-
sent those busy towns, wherein wcro
dono " mighty works," such us would
have overcome the sinful obduracy of
Tyre and Sidon. Tiberias is theje, on
the west coast, rather below tho center
of tho lake, Its sea-wal- l, broken col-

umns, towers, acqueducts, attest lho
glory of its ancient estate ; but the
modern Tiberias is bnt a poor collec-
tion of houses, chiefly inhabited by
Jews who have returned to Palestine.
Its filth and vermin havo become a pro-
verb. About four miles north of this,
a heap of ruins, now named Mejdel,
marks the site of that Magdala where
Mary Magdalene had her home. North
of this, again is tho plain of Genesa-
reth, an area of great beauty and fer-
tility, along which, sad to sny, aro sev-

eral heaps of rubbish, denoting, prob;
bl, tho places of old towns and villages
wherein our Lord taught.

Compressed Air a3 a Motor.
A great amount of attention has been

given by practical scientists to the avail-
ability of compressed air ns a motive
power: The examination lias led to tho
conclusion based, not npon speculation
and theory merely, but upon tho rest of
practical experience that it possesses all
the advantages and few of the defects
of steam. While it iynora economical
than steam, it promises to be more man-
ageable and far less liable to those ter-

rible tragedies resulting from explo-sivenes- s.

One of tho great difficulties whicli
long barred the way and prevented util-

ization of compressed air as a motive
power was due to tho imperfect ma-
chinery used in its nppl ication. A
great loss was incurred by friction, ami
through compression. This loss
amounted, in most cases, to rom sixty-fiv- e

to seventy-fiv- o per cent, of tho
whole power of tho compressing engine,
and, in many cases, reached as high as
ninety per cent. The problem, there-
fore, which was presented to the invent-
or for solution was, first, to contrive a
ct mpressor which should remove tho
excessive heat by providirg for its ab-

sorption and conduction through all en-

closing surfaces, and bo capable of ab-

sorbing all objectionable heat, with suf-
ficient rapidity to allow any desirable
speed in the movement of the compress-
ing piston ; and, secondly,' to overcome
the difficulty resulting from the forma-
tion of ice caused by tho precipitation
of tho moisture of tho air, and its effect
in clogging tho pipes and passages, ami
exhaust ports of the engine. Jloth
these seemingly and, for a time, insur-
mountable difficulties, and numerous
others of less moment, havo been over-
come by the patient skill and ingenuity
of American inventors, and a machine
has been constructed, known tho
Rand and Waring Compressor, which
seems to combino every requirement of
safety, economy, adaptability to various
uses, and facility of control.

Tho perfection of an engine by which
compressed air can bo utilized as a mo-

tor, accessible at all times, and in any
and all wituations, is a matter of direct
interest to the entire industrial inti n st
of this country, and, indeed, of all
countries. The power which they mnko
available has this great advantage that
it can be directed to any point from a
remote distance, aud through the most
devious channels. It may be sent along
great areas, supplying its force to many
soorces of shops or factories, at widely
distant points. It is therefore peculitir-J- y

adapted for working in tunnels, adits,
coal mines, and other ;y

places, as well as for supplying power
to mechanical tliHt nets or our country
whure tho operatives live widely apart,
and are distillled from congregating in
factories. In coal mines, and for other

TUE HOL Y NAME.
Tl naid when pious Moslem walk abroad,

If ou the path they py a floating bit
Of pai"cr, reverently they turn aside

And slinn the scrap, nor set a foot on it,
Lest haply thereupon the awful name

Of mighty Allah should by chance bo writ.
We smile at tun vain dread ; but blind and d!lThe soul that only smiles, and cannot seo
A thought of perfect beauty folded in

The zealot's reverent fear, as in some free
And flaunting flower-cu- p may be hived aud held

One drop of precious honey for the bee.
Small wind-blow- n things thero are, which any day

'kt by in air or on our pathway lie,
Swift-wing- ed moments speeding on their way,

Brief opportunities, which we pass by
Heedless and smiling, liitle subtle threads

Of influence intimations soft and sly.

Carelessly we tread them down, as pressing on,
Our eager inconsiderate feet we sot

On the nnvalned treasures where they lie.
We are too bliud to prize or to regret,

Too dull to recognize the mystio naiua .

Graven npon them as on amulet.
Ah ! dears, let ns no longer do this thing.

And Kins the sweeter life lose and let fall ;
But with anointed eyes and reverent feet

Pass on our way, noting and prizing all.
Knowing that God's great token-sig- n is set

Not on the large things only, but the small.
Swian Coolidge.

THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF
KHIVA.

By Hermann Tambery.
The small tract of country corres-

ponding to the lower course of the
Oxus, and whose turn it now is to loso
its independence throngh the southward
encircling march of Russian columns,
is considerably the smallest and least
attractive of the various khanates which
in the aggregate make up Toorkistan.
Situated opjwsite that bank of the Oxns,
at the point whence this river bends in
a northwesterly direction toward the Sea
of Aral, the khanate of Khiva extends
lengthways baiely two hundred geo-
graphical miles. Its greatest breadth
(near Kortchck) is only twenty-fiv- e geo--
graphical miles at the most. Consider-
ation of this fact lends color to the say-
ing that the real Khiva may be held to
extend only as far as the waters of the
Orus can be directed, whether by can-
alization natural or artificial.

Inasmuch as the right bank of the
Oxns is higher than the left,, and also
because of its abutting upon an un-
claimed and uncultivated strip of land,
this part of Khiva only serves as a pasture-

-ground for neighboring nomadic
tribes. When we speak of Khiva, there-
fore, we must restrict our meaning to
signify the left band, where the exten-
sion of the land and the measure of its
agricultural produce conform with no-

madic wants ; where irri-
gation can be made to dominate over
the natural sandy expense. In the mid-
dle ages, Kljiva, or CJiarczm, as it was
then called, must have possessed a bet-
ter system of irrigation than now ; for
not only was its population one-thir- d

greater, but iu pre-Islamit- ic times it
possessed a mental culture celebrated
throughout the East. That culture
caused the ancient pre-Islaniit- io Cha-rez- m

to bo landed through the whole
expanse of Iran. After this small strip
of territory, conterminous with the
lower Oxns, had been forcibly convert-
ed to Mohammedanism, discord came
upon the land along with the new form
of religieus belief. The Tahirs had oc-
cupied (though a foreign dynasty) the
throne up to the end of the ninth cen-
tury. They unfortunately on many oc-

casions, inspired by lust of possession
and of rule, had too frequently offered
up the country's welfare a sacrifice to
their own plans. Under the Seldsclm-kid- s

matters went still worse, and
at length the Khivan princes began,
under support of the dominant faith, to
lent assistance to particular states, then
continuous wars brought the entire
country to a most deplorable condition.
Rough Mongolian hordes laid the terri-
tory waste with fire and sword. Wreak-
ing destruction wherever they came,
these barbarians wellnigh obliterated
Khiva from the list of Toorkoman do-

minions. The restless and warlike life
inaugurated by the Dschengarids, was
followed up to recent times by their
descendants and representatives, the
TJsliegs, almost without intermission.

The wars which devastated Khiva
throughout this long period of time
were either extraneous, i. e., with Bok-
hara, with whose might Khiva was not
poweiful mouth to successful! v cope,
or else were the result of civil strife
which prevailed at short intervals.
Whenever a cultured population be-

comes surrounded by whole hordes of
wild, adventurous nomadic tribes, there
can be no longer anv reasonable hope of
peaco and rest. The individual who
possesses neither house nor home is un-

questionably more covetous that a fixed
husbandman. The aim of such a one
is to make up for the depiivations press-
ing upon him by laying violent hands
upon the property of his more favored
neighbor. Plunder, robbery, forcible
possession of whole districts, forthwith
become the rule of life the order of
the day. Beginning with a simple raid
or exploit of cattle-liftin- g, the strife not
unfrequeutly went ou to the laying
waste of an entire district, and the

of its settled population.
In this way it has come about that, dur-
ing the last three centuries gone by,
Khiva has been the prey of Calmucks,
Cossacks, Karakalpaks, Tomutes, and
Usbegs ; representative's of each no-

madic race having laid hands succes-
sively npon the throne. It is only since
the beginning of the present century
that one and the same dynasty has suc-
ceeded in maintaining an"unbroken legal
succession. The members of this dyn-
asty are of true Usbeg origin, belong-
ing to the tribe of Kungrat, the chief
princes of which have succeeded in ele-
vating themselves into a position of

importance through the success-
ful repulse, by one, of a Russian attack,
and through subjugation of the Toorko-man- s

to obedience, thus winning the
respect of Persia.

True mental culture is wholly un-
known to Khivan potentates ot later
times, and a similar remark applies to
every ruler of Central Asia. The his-
tory of Khiva reflects the ethnical con-
ditions of its dominant race. The pre-
sent Usbegs of Khiva are an honest,
plain, simple folk, that, so far as moral
qualities are concerned, resemble no
others in Asia. As a mixed race, cross-
ed with modern Turanian elements,
they present a physique by which they
may be discriminated from every other
Central Asiatic population. Their com-
plexion is extremely white, more par-
ticularly that of the women, who (a
certain allowance being made for the
almond-lik- e set of their eyes) might
readily be taken for natives of Suabia.
The men are large-lone- d and sinewy,
fellows with large heads and broad fore-
heads ; follows, moreover, whose bard-growt- h

is nothing to boast of. Their
solid footfall aud heavy, rolling gait,
when passing on with eyes half-close- d

and sleepy-lookin- g, are bodily charac-
teristics which harmonize perfectly with
Khivan mental attributes. One. has
only to glance at an Usbeg, clad in
native, uncouth dress, to feci at onca
assured that the eye rests upon no
European, however uncultivated, but
some true Asiatic. The articles of that
uncouth dress are as follows: viz., a
clumsy fur cap for the head, a sort of
thiekly-wadde-d dressing-gow- n coverlet
for the body ; and, to protect the lower
extremities of his nether limbs, the
Khivan Usbeg rejoices in boots, not
fitted to measure, but quilted out to
majestic size witli either straw, or if a
"swell," some few yards of calico.
Further be pleased to understand, in
the Khivan gentleman's boots, sole and
upper leather are all of one piece ; and
now you have him.

Heavy eyes, solid footfall, nnd lum
bering gait notwithstanding, I do not
exactly find it in my heart to call the
Usbeg a lazy fellow, ttcntle render,
student for the nonnce of Usbeg men
and manners, suppose you and I just
foam into a ftavli, to ubo a native word,

Lunacy in Scotland.
An official statement, recently pub-

lished, shows that there are in Scotland
nearly 8,000 lunatics private
dwellings and sundry institutions con-
siderably more than half this number
estimated that there are nearly 2,000
being females while, in addition, it is
unreported, the mass of whom are little
removed from pauperism. The number
of insane actually known to the official
authorities has increased in three years
about thirty per cent. Eighty per pent,
of the inmates of lunatic establishments
are paupers, the remainder being private
patients, and hence the inference is
drawn that "insanity is essentially a
disease affecting the less affluent cl asses. "
Moreover, it is anticipated that the num-
ber of insane poor will go on steadily
increasing until the sanity education of
the masses has made some progres. The
awrage annual number of pauper luna-
tics "producod" throughout Scotland
during the last thirteen years has been
about 38 for every 100,000 of the popu-
lation. Comparing the statistics of
English and Scotch asylums, it appears
that the mortality in the former avera-
ges one-fift- h higher than the latter ; but
Scotch lunatics, it seems, are either
naturally more prone to suicide, or have
greater facilities at their disposal for
terminating their confinement in this
way, the number of such cases of

being much greater in Scot-
land than in England.

Why Aunt Sallie Never Married.
" Now, Aunt Sallie, do please tell us

why you never got married. You re-
member you said once that when you
were a girl yon were engaged to a min-
ister, and promised us you would tell
us about it some time. Now, aunt,
please tell us."

" Well, you see, when I was about
seventeen years old I was living in
Utica, in the State of New York.
Though I say it myself, I was quite a
good-lookin- g girl then, aud had several
beaux. The one that took my fancy
was a young minister, a very promising
young man, and remarkably pious and
steady. He thought a good deal of me.
and I kind of took a fancy to him, and
tilings went on until we were engaged.
One evening he came to me, and put
his arms around me, and kind of hug-
ged me, when I got excited and some
flustrated. It was a long time ago, and
I don't know but what I might have
hugged back a little. I was like any
other girl, and pretty soon I pretended
to be mad about it. You must know
the house where I lived was on one of
the back streets of the town. There
were glass doors in the parlor, which
opened over the street. These doors
were drawn to. I stepped back a little
from him, and when he came up close I
pushed him back again. I pushed him
harder than I intended to ; and don't
you think, girls, the poor fellow lost
his balance, and fell through one of the
doors into the street."

" Oh, Aunty ! Was he killed ?"
"No; he fell head first, and as he

was going I caught him by the legs of
his trousers. I held on for a minute
and tried to pull him back, but his sus
penders gave way, and the poor young
man fell clear out of his pantaloons into
a parcel of ladies and gentlemen along
the street."

" Oh, Aunty ! Aunty ! Lordy !"
" There, that's right ; squall and gig

gle as much as you want to. Girls that
can't hear a little thing like that with
out tearing around the room and he-he-i-

in such a way don't know enough to
come in when it rains. - A nice time the
man that marries one of you will have,
won't he. Catch me telling vou any
thing again."

" But, Aunt Sallie, what became of
him ? Did you ever see himigain ?"

"Jno; the moment he touched the
ground he got up and left that place in
a terrible hurry. I tell you it was a
sight to be remembered. How that
man did run ! He went out Went, and
I believe he is preaching out in Illinois.
But he never married. He was very
modest, and I suppose he was so badly
frightened that time that he never dared
trust ' himself near a woman again.
That, girls, is the reason why I never
married. I felt very bad about it for a
long time for he was a real good man,
and 1 ve often thought to myself that
we should have been very happy if his
suspenders hadn't given way."

Ocean Pathways.
Eleven steamship lines use the same

path, with nearly the same degrees of
latitude and longitude, between the old
world and the new, and it is seldom
that a steamer crossing the Atlantic is
not within a few miles of another vessel
bound in the same or in a precisely op-
posite direction. The number of crafts
plying this path is increasing almost
daily ; their proximity to one another is
consequently more marked, and that
collisions are not more frequent is the
result of chance. From the masthead
of each steamer a watch is supposed to
be kept, andinfoggyweather the whistle
is sounded about every fifty seconds y

but when a vessel is rolling heavily it is
almost impossible to see the lights of
another steamship at night-tim- e, and,
except when off a dangerous coastr, the
engines are continued at full speed. It
is strange therefore that so few disas-
ters like that in which the United
States mail steamer Arctic ran into an-

other steamer, in October, 1851, and
went down, occur at the present time.
A code regulating the passages is be-

lieved by some persons, however, to be
absolutely necessary. The interest in
the matter has been renewed from the
fact that a company running four steam-
ships a week between this city, Boston
and Liverpool has adopted apian known
as the " lane route," proposed as long
ago as 1855, by Professor M. F. Maury.

This contemplates the designation of
one strip of ocean through which ves-
sels bound east shall pass and another
for those bound west. It is claimed
that thereby not only will the liability
of collision between steamer and steam-
er be lessened, but that a new resource
will be afforded to those in distress on
the high seas. Fogs aud calms often
occur together and ships moved by can-
vas are not likely to iun into one an-

other, but they are placed iu peril by
steamers. It is added that if the mas-
ters knew the track of the steamships
they would keep carefully out of it, and
that the more sailing vessels that will
agree to keep out of the lanes the more
it will concern steamers to keep in
them.

The part of the ocean traversed by
the steamship lines in their voyages is
about 150 or 200 miles broad, and it is
proposed in the new plan to mark out a
lane from this 15 or 25 miles broad,
whicli will at least red-ic- e the present
risks. It is further claimed that the
lane to the west will be 30 miles shorter
than the route generally taken, and
some delays from a fog will be avoided,
as it passes 100 miles south of Cape
Race. Another advantage "claimed for
the lane system is that one way it lies
along the northernedge of the Gulf
Stream, where there is an eddy setting
westward often at the rate of a knot an
hour. The close of the argument in
favor of the system is that the distance
from Cape Clear to Sandy Hook will be
practically shortened 30 miles, and that,
while it prolongs the distance to Europe
75 miles, compensation will be found in
the greater security and the advantages
of the (iulf stream ana iewer logs. js.
Y. Tribune.

The experiment of moving logs in
rafts from the lumber region of Michi-
gan across the lake to Chicago is to be
tried on a large scale, this summer.
and, if successful, is expected to give a
great impetus to manufacturing.

which rendered into English may be
translated farm-yard- . Do not fail to
note how luxuriantly green the sumach
and dwarf-bee- n plants are. It is not
altogether Nature's handiwork, for
those lazy-lookin- g Usbegs, working
with primitive spade, alike regardless
of summer blaze or wintry chill, have
long since led the fertilizing Oxus
through artificial water-wey- s of all di-
mensions to the cherished plants. Per-
haps some slaves may cone to view
plowmen, as it may be, the plow with
which they furrow the sandy soil being
a mere polo studded with a sort of
teeth ; herdsmen it too may be, yhose
duty it is to drive their master's sheep
nd camels to pasture. Slaves, how-ave- r,

are a luzury only compatible wiUi
the means of rich Khivans. The gen-
eral run of land-owne- rs work spade in
hand winter and summer, month after
month, with little intermission. Only
the old paterfamilias it is who will be
seen sitting on the pond-ban- k, shaded
by his wide-spreadi- elms. Stay ! per-
haps we may add the farm-yar- d beadle,
whose time is divided between keeping
order and playing with the children.
In conyerse with the two old patres-familia- z

it was that I acquired my best
store of acquaintance with Usbeg life
and character. Picture to yourself,
gentle reader, a certain man of fifty or
sixty perhaps, wonderfully tranquil in
motion as ia speech, a man of high
honor to all seeming, so slow of speech
that he may just vouchsafe one reply
to every three questionings one who
never speaks at all until you have
spoken ; who never falls into a passion,
who never laughs, whose every third
word will convey either some Usbeg
moral or point of native philosopoy ;
not that he plumes himself upon these
things at all, only using them because
they are supposed to accord with his
age and standing. Figure to yourself
all this, and you have before you a staid
Khivan Usbeg. It is impossible to con-
vey a notion of the feeling of bizarre
antediluvianism the converse of such
old fellows as these awakened within
me men before whose eyes the world's
progress might have been made mani-
fest, yet in whom was to be found, no
one spark, no atom, so to speak, of Eu-
ropean influence. Then and there the
fact, came home to me that I was indeed
in Central Asia, a conviction that
neither Japan nor China, neither the
Malayan Archipelago, nor, indeed, any
other part of Asia, is able any longer to
convey. .

Occasionally, in the course of conver-
sation, some religious topic may be
handled, but, for the most part, dis-
course will take an agricultural turn, or
else be directed to such subjects as the
political state of Toorkomania, or the
lost caravan robbery. By your leave,
gentle reader, you must swallow cups
of tea without number, between talk
and talk. It is sugarless, and reputed
good for digestion, so one is supposed
to drink a lot of it. Hot the beverage
will be served to you, but pray don't
blow shake it about till cool enough
to drink, such being the eiiquette of
Khiva. Presently will be brought a
cloth containing fruit, fresh in summer,
in winter dried. The Khivans are won-
derful at fruit-eatin- g between meals.
You must eat much would you be
polite, and whether it bo pegging into
the fruit, or extracting tidbits of pillau,
a heavy consumption on you part will
be rewarded by such looks and gestures
of satisfaction by your host, that you
cannot fail to be encouraged to do like
wise for the future, To complete our
picture of Khivan rural life we must
put in the children, look-
ing little things, conspicuous for their
large, melon-forme- d caps. There they
will be clinging to knees, or clambering
upon shoulders, after the fashion of
children elsewhere. How the liitle
creatures do stare out of their large,
black eyes at a stranger to be sure, and
if that stranger chances to be a der-
vish, which was just my case, how, after
a little time, confidence being estab-
lished, they will begin to play with the
beads of - one's rosary !

And how about the ladies? If not
there, they will be thereabout, peeping
at the stranger from behind trees and
other posts of concealment. To mark
the curiosity and wonderment their
looks convev. What ! a man without
projecting cheek-bone- s without al-

mond eyes one who, being evidently
foreign, has not a long, black Persian
beard what sort of a man can he be ?
How many tales of strange zones and
outlandish places my presence origin-
ated in the wonder-smittc- r minds of
Khivan ladies ! At Jength increasing
courage banishes feminine reserve. Out
a lady will come from her concealment,
and actually address the wondrous
stranger. When he replies in passibly
good Usbeg speech, then her wonder
attains its climax. He is a qneer man,
indeed ! Mutual confidence being at
length established, the womankind,
just now so reserved, will unloose their
tongues with a vengence, asking you
questions without end, some of the
very plainest. . Curiosity is an attribute
of Eve's daughter all the wide w ?

over. The more primitive the race
manners, the " more pointed are these
feminine interrogatories, and, if I may
add, the more embarrassing to respon-
dent.

In an ancient stronghold of barbarity,
in a land of most repulsive cruelty,
where the very aiir is fnll of shrieks of
tortured slaves where blood often
flows in streams there shall the reader
craze upon a picture where poetry min
gles with the softest traits and purest
characteristics of an ancient patriarchal
life. For man centuries past, Khiva
has been celebrated for its music and
song, its poetry and troubadours. In
Bokhara the stork, in Khiva the night
ingale, is the favorite bird. This I
heard in Turkey, and, it truth, I sub
sequently found the plaintive warbler
no less markably frequent in Khiva
than its abscenco had been noteworthy
in Bokhara. As I would take a morn
ing walk in the month of June, under
the garden-wall- s of the Usbeg capital,
out of almost each one of the thickly- -
leaved trees would gush ttie melodious,
plaintive song of some gay-feather-

virtuoso, giving me a iuorning concert
gratis. " The nightingale has been the
music-maste- r through long years to the
entire Khivan population ;" thus rune
the adage, which, whether true or not,
it is still an historical fact that, for
centuries past, the best singers, violin
and cuitar players, know at Constan
tine, Ispahan, Lahore, and the ancient
Fergans (where they acquired and still
acquire princely favor ana correspond-
ing pay,) were and are Khivans. Just
as a traveler in Italy may sometimes
hear most excellent music iu a low pot- -
, , . r- r. i t i r
house, so iu iniva woniu ne ou simi-
larly delighted by song and instrument-
al music under the shade of garden-wall- s,

or even in the oren country. Not
less generally diffused is the taste for
recitation and poetry. In these accom
plishments the women specially excel,
aud, when a stranger comes to under
stand the somewhat difficult rhythm,
ho readily attests the lyrical excellence
of these native compositions. . I have
seen whole collections of this Usbeg
poesy. The lyrics usually manifest the
current traits of Oriental thought.
Not often can they be said to show
much originality, yet for women of a
barbarous land to cultivate the muses
at all is a somewhat remarkable phen
omenon. The Maimer, those of mature
a sre particularly, have often surprised
me by the force of their parables, their
many tales enioouying moral precepts
r traits 01 inivan me.
Iu the midst of a prosaic, common

place state of existence, sometimes now
a picture of my Khivan experience will
le reproduced before the mind's eye
that picture of a pnmitive life vnia all

its traits so gfotesque and bizarre, with
all its lights and shades. I see the
bazaar smallware-ma- n displaying his
Russian rattans, English fancy ware,
bright-colore-d cloths, looking straight
before him with inexpressible tranquil-
ity when the Toorkoman woman from
the steppe hurries in his direction,
anxiously gazing upon the various goods
as though they comprised totality of all
earthly treasure. I see the armorer and
hardware-merchan- t, as he proves the
sharpness of his blades by running their
edges across his finger-nai- l, proclaiming
by his sparkling eye how excellent his
goods all are. Mark that fellow in
yonder small booth, gray-bearde- d,

shabbily attired. See liow mysterious,
how uncanny he looks out of his heavily-shade- d

eyes ! That one is a " quack
doctor who bears about with him his
many' chemicals and galenibals, stored
in bags large and small, in wooden
boxes ditto, m many-tinte-d vessels- - of
ancient form. In these receptacles one
would find dried roots, plants, rhubarb,
sarsaparilla, wonder-workin- g decoctions
and last, though not least in importance,
the inevitable opium paste. ;, Woe betide
the incautions patient who resorts to
yonder quack for advice and medicine !

To him well applies the Usbeg reason-
ing propounded in the question, "What
can the doctor's art avail to one whose
death the Almighty has decreed?" Close
by the quacksalver's booth, what next d j
we see? A book-stal- l, to be sure, and a
man of letters, whom we will not call a
mere bookseller. He will bind you a
book, transcribe you a bck, and, to sum
up all, he will publish you a bock. Ah !

what would I not give to have been able
o spirit away to Europe one of these
Usberg book-stall- s, with its manifold
literary treasures! In those tawny-color- el

pamphlets of coarse paper, a
whole repertory of literary wealth would
be found concealed Usberg poetry and
folklore, historical tracts, and other
priceless documents. When tired, I
would often drop into a tea-boo- th with
companions, and thence, at my leisure,
contemplate the varied scene without
a more tranquil scene than would have
been presented by any other capital of
Central Asia.

Not less enjoyable was it to me to seat
myself under the. shade of some wide-spreadi-

elm-tre- e near the bank of
some reservoir, and watch the progress
of amusement tj which, in afternoon
hours, certain of the public would resign
themselves. Yonder little group, each
individual with inevitable teacup in
hand, gossiping with a neighbor.
Another little group is watching the
issue of a duel between a pair of lusty
rams, which hv.tt each other with fury.
Blows are counted, noted, and betting
goes on as to which gentleman will get
second best on. Usbeg rams are uncom-
monly thick-pate- d. It is quite astonish-
ing what a number of attacks will be
made before heads are broken forty or
fifty sometimes. In all these al-frcs-

meetings there is sure to be one group
of improvisatores and story-teller- s. The
speaker has not to complain of any
want of attention while he recites his
tales of by-go- heroes' exploits, of
mystic lore, or his poetry. Youpg aud
old sit gaping with open mouths, until,
perhaps some speech more wonderful
than the preceding excites the congrega-
tion to ecstasy, the recital of some deed
of bravery inflaming their imaginations
so that quiet listeners of a few moments
ago run away shrieking.

The true national sports takes place
far from the towns, either on the pas
turage grounds or on the .monotonous
sand-stepp- e dn the months of t pring,
when the sun is in the sign of Aries.
Then comes the Noruz feast, a remnant
of ancient Parsee culture. The popu-
lation, clad in holiday attire, all then
go to feed the sacred flame. Presents
are then made, and mutual graduations
interchanged. Then singing and danc-

ing go on day after day, until night has
sometime fallen. Then the , Jvhivnn
youth, in seried columns, bear fuel to
the sacred fire. They pile up the tamaris-

k-branches with many a supersti-
tious observance. All who can, deck
their heads with flower-garland- s, in
which roses of all varieties play a con-
spicuous part. It is, indeed, an inter-
esting sight to gaze upon naturally
rough and uncouth Usbegs m such a
flowery attire. Amusements upon the
steppa, whether upon wedding occasions
or otherwise, mostly consist either of
running for prizes, the winner receiving
from the giver of the feast often two,
three, or even more presents ; or else
an equestrian game, in which some girl
plavs chief part. There you see her on
a wild, unsaddled horse, coursing ruau-l- y

over the sand. The prettiest girl is
usually chosen for this sport, and she
carries in her arms a young lamb. With
this prize she gallops away, Iter horse
kicking up thick clouds of sand ; and
the aim of the sport is that some young
man shall succeed in winning the lamb
from her. To succeed is no easy mat-
ter, for the Amazon is armed with a
stout whip, which right and left she lays
about her lustily, until more than one
youthful and iiot-blood- ed aspirant for
the prize gets many a red welt to show
for his sport. I have often taken part
in this Toorkoman recreation, and hence
from experience can say that hardly any
contest can be more exciting. "To
horse ! To horse !" is the standing cry
of the Usbegs. Well-to-d- o people stick
to their horses almost without inter-
mission, just to raise themselves from
mother earth by so much higher, to
feel more free and of greater

There they sit, only just
alighting to go through their formali-
ties of prayer, and to proclaim their af-

finity with dust.
Unfortunately, I must cast a dark

and melancholy shadow over our picture
of Khivan life and manners. It is a
reference to the government and politi-
cal condition which bears the stamp of
utmost despotism. A traveler in Khiva
and more especially while a city resi-
dent, is horrified by crimes which would
never have been dreamed of in Europe,
not even in the darkest middle ages.
Captive women bound to horses' tails
and dragged for hours together; old
men deprived of sight ; maiming, mu-
tilation, throwing from towers down
upon spikes or sharp stones ; flaying
alive all these forms of torture are
common, deeds executed by state com-
mand without scruples or remorse.
Despots everywhere are afraid of their
own shadows; nevertheless, in Khiva,
the imposition of this iron hand does
not interfere with a strong sense of loy-
alty and feeling of respect for the sov-
ereign, whose person is regarded with a
veritable religious piety. This excess
of magisterial authority has not con-
tributed to soften the tone of Khivan
manners. Taking. this situation of the
people into account, we must desire all
success to the progress of Russian arms.
Under a well-direct- and solid gov-
ernment, Usbeg life rfi Khiva might of-

fer a picture of tranquillity and honor-
able companionship such as may now
be 'witnessed in Kazan and among the
Crimean Tartars. Leisure Slows.

William Stoks, late a ship boy on
the British scientific exploring ship
Challenger, who was Killed by a tailing
block when off-- Porto Rico, was buried
in the deepest grave on record. His
body wrapped in a shotted hammock,
was dropped in water close upon four
miles deep.

O, yes, Memphis is a nice place to
live in, that is, if you don't get stab-
bed to the heart, as Mr. Fitzpatrick
did, the other night, by a man who was
an utter stranger to him and who plunsr--

ed the knife into him without looking
to see who he was. Mr. Thomas was
the sanp-uinar- stabber, nd he was
"grouty" because he had, beon put out
oi a gin-mil- l,

Atoeha, deceased. Atocha was a native
of Spain, but a naturalized citizen of
tho United States, who did business an
n l.anl-oi- . in tllf pitv flf Mi'lioO. Illld W1U4

expelled from that country during tho
revolution OI l , wnicu overture-- wu
government of Santa Anna.

Tl.. TTm'to.1 States, having by tho
treaty of Gaudaloupo Hidalgo, assumed
tho claims of its own citizens against

Atrw.la trHnnted hi claim for
losses caused by his expulsion, and it
was rejected by a commission iiihium--

r. ..vn.ni.io anoli claims. Subsequent
ly, in 1865, Congress referred the claim
to this court, winch now renders juug-me- nt

in favor of Atocha against tho
United States for i?2,0l'.,500. being a
balance of threo and one-fourt- h millions
provided by tho treaty of (luudalopo
Hidalgo, for tho payment of the claims
of citizens of tho United StateH against
the Government of Mexico, which now
remains unapplied to that object.

.Tii.lo-iiK.iil- s wcro also rendered for
92,787 in favor of Wm. Cones, of

Memphis, for cotton seized iiy mo gov-
ernment, and in favor of Harney A--

for $12,306 for work and damages
in building a bridge for the Government

at Rock Island. In the case of
tlm eteentor of John J. Piatt, a claim
for supplies furnished the army in tho
war of 1M1U, the court. loumi unit um
Government was justly indebted to
Piatt the amount of $13,55'., but weni
equally divided upon tho subsequent
question, namely, whether a payment
of part of tho debt, under a privuto act
of Congress, does not liar the recovery
of tho balance now. Piatt, nfter press-
ing this claim upon tho Government for
nmnv years, died in a debtor's prison in
this city. Tho court, after hearing tho
argument in Halspring's case, adjourn-
ed until Monday, when an adjournment

ill probably bo or.lcroiL
Paris and Vienna.

Of nil European capitals. Vienna
most suggests Paris ; yet it is a resem-

blance of differences. Tho German
i 1, ..-- , lniu Iw.on un modified bv

intercourse with tho Scalvonic, that it
has acquired something of tho case,

A.gnyefy and mercurial nuinor oi um
i ..!' Treneli. On the other hand, itVV a va w - - -

has lost, in the process, tho finer kind of
development winch grows out oi siumi- -
if w df n niwl
ed purity of language, leadsrship in lit-

erature ami art, ami tho wider attrac-
tion which follows these. Its lively
out-do- or life, free nnd-en- y contact of
all classes, and indifferent morals aro
thoso of Tans; its conrtesy toward
strangers is perhaps less graceful, but
more cordial ; but ithas its own dialect,
which is even Icks German than that of
Timlin nml tlm l;u-- of uuick. practical
sense among tho people is hardly bal-

anced by the cunning thev have learned
from tho Sclavio races. Jlerc, in fact,

with its delight inYtorri ii u the, Orient,
physical life, its disregard of time, and
easy avoidance of serious dut ies. Only,
instead of its gravity aud Hrroniry,

one further east, wo find a
vivacity of temperament, elsewhere un
known in Germany. neioro
Austria was t ho gayest and ismiest oi

In tho transition to a con
stitutional government this featuro of a
popular character lias not uceii nv ,
lint tlm aoeintv of Vienna. I am inform
ed, has rather deteriorated

.
oftil..

latey- - nrs,
through tho great increase oi mo mereiy
rich. To tho born Viennese, however,
Lia nntivn citv is dearer than ever. Ho
finds no othsr atmosphere so warm and
congenial. JIo loves the nrnau, oiiry
,i;.iWt TvlnVli contrasts with that of
Berlin very much ns tho pronunciation
of Richmond contrasts wun tnaioi im-to- n

; ho loves his spacious Prater, as
tint na the. thiert'arteii. bnt far more
sunny and luxuriant; his cafes, with
the best bread ill lho world nun
best coffee in Europe ; his near resorts
among tho beautiful hill-skir- ts of tho
Alps ; and, most of all, tho enjoyment
of a social life which may bo conven-

tional in its form, but is never cold.
Jtayard Taylor.

The Grandfather's Uhair in the Homo.
When oiio has troiin through tho

struggles of early life, and tho combats
and by discipline, step oy siep, nun n-e- n

to a stato of serenity toward tho end
of life, is there anything more )cnuti- -

ful than that ripe, ncn cnariM-u-- r in um
matron or the patriarch ? They nro no

to work with the hand ; ami
yet, in all tho world there arc none that
work as they do. let, liny are

.f .livinn lieumtv. and they stand
over against tho eyes of thoso who mf
them children and neignoors repre-
senting, in a concrete form, tho beauty
nt virtiirt nnd tho iK'UUtV of piety.
Therefore God often prolongs their
days ; and though they can add nouiing
to tho world's store, although they con-

sume much and t reduce imthinjr in tho
physical world, they are a treasure that
counat bo estimate.!. They aro tho joy
of the household ; for no family is well
equipped that has not tho grandfathers
and grandmother's chair, and tho baby's
cradle emblems of tho top and Isittoni
of life. Tho latter represents sweetness
and innoooney, and tho former repre-
sents the victory that has Is'cn gnined
over fear and tho ripum-s- s that is char-

acterized by peace, nnd trust, ami holy
joy, aud oe.f. tV. lr , l,rr.

A young German girl, who, sinco
her birth, has uncomplainingly 1rno
tho namo of Hammerschamp, brought
her burden across th ocean, recently,
and laid it dow.i nt the feet of nn old
sweetheart, Conrad Denker, who just
now is in tho New York Tombs f.-- r

stealing. A thief's sullied name was
to her own, ami sho innrrieil

fireferablo there, in tho Tombs, kissed
him, and faced idout for Germany
again. Her husband wasn't quite ready
to go, but will do so as soon at, ho get
a vacation.

Seth Green's venture in tho water
of the Sacramento river has proved
successful. Alxiut two years ago Mr.
Green took 10,0m young shad, just
emerging from tho egg, to Sua Francis-
co, and deposited them iu tho upHT
waters of tho river. The Ssn Francisco
newspapers contain accounts of the first
catch of those fish, which was made iu
tho Vallojo straits. The prize of Js"
of tho California piseicnltursl society
for tho first fish caught of this s,Hcies,

" Baltimore Harry, awas awarded to
fisherman iu tho employ of a San 1 ran.
ciaeo fishing firm,

The Bridge of Tiri.
Now that war has been declared be

tween the Khan of Khiva and Russia,
and that the latter power, according to
the emphatic declarations of the official
organ of the czar, the St. Petersburg
Uolos, will make a desperate enort to
subjugate Khiva, so long the goal of
Muscovite ambition, the celebrated

ridge of Tin, in that country, which
has so often borne a conspicuous part
in the terrible political convulsions of
Central Asia, will undoubtedly become
again the scene of a sanguinary and de-

cisive struggle in the impending cam
paign, lu enect, ii the troops oi tne
czar succeed in forcing a passage across
the deep and rapid Baghrettee River at
Tin, Khiva is wrtually at their mercy,
and the complete subjugation of the
country is only a question of time.
For, after the Russian army of invasion
has crossed the northern frontier of
Khiva, it has to march for three or four
days through a level and arid country,
whose very configuration renders it
well-nig- h impossible for the forces of
the Khan to oppose any effective resist-
ance to the invaders, who are well pro-
vided with light artillery, and accompa-
nied by some of the best regiments of
Cossacks.

But, at the end of that time, the Rus-
sians will reach the great Khivan mountain-

-chain, which surrounds the khanate
like an immense wall, aud through
which access to the interior of the coun-
try is afforded only by the
Gorge of Kuet Vyl. that is to say, the
Gorge of Death. Well does it deserve
that sinister name; for through' it to
their death have passed hundreds of
thousands of warriors since history has
recorded the terrible struggles which,
in the course of the centuries, have
taken place in Central Asia.

This Gorge of Death, at its opening,
is several hundred yards wide ; but it
narrows rapidly, and, at its outlet, is
hardly broad enough for the egress of a
heavy wagon. It is, as it were, the
Thermopylre of Khiva; and, when the
invaders have penetrated thus far, there
opens before them a landscape of truly
sublime beauty. A river, of irregular
width, but of transparent blue water,
now rapid, now as smooth as a mirror,
flows between rugged;- rocky banks of
the most curious and imposing configu-
ration. A frail bridge, made of reed
grass, and swaying to and fro whenever
anybody sets foot upon it, spans it at
the very spot opposite the narrow outlet
of the Gorge of Death, and leads, on
the southern bank of the river, to the
Kuet Gela, that is to say, the Gorge of
Life. The valley of the river is one of
the finest on earth. It is hemmed in
by immense mountain-masse- s, covered
with perpe tual snow, and hardly infe-
rior in majestic beauty to those of the
great Himalaya range. A small village
named Tiri, nestles on the southern
bank of the river. The latter ;s called
Baghrettee, that is to say, the River of
Blood. It is doubtful if thero is any-
where another stream so well entitled
to this terrible name. The people of
Tiri look upon it with the utmost awe.
They say that its waters are poisonous.
They believe that to bathe in it is fatal,
and that Ahriman, the god of evil, to
whom the Baghrettee is sacred, will
visit with his wrath those who would be
audacious, enough to catch fish in it.
They draw their water exclusively from
the few scanty wells in the mountains.
They think that no enemy of theirs will
ever be allowed to cross the river with
a hostile purpose.

The only general who ever did it was
the great and terrible Tamerlane. But,
before he accomplished the task, and
overcame the desperate resistance of
the opposing army, he had to sacrifice
over ten thousand of his best warriors.
Among them was young Teng-Dee- l, the
betrothed of Tamerlane's youngest
daughter, Syskilve. When tho latter,
who accompanied her father during his
campaigns, heard of tho death of Teng-Dee-l,

she rushed in despair to the river
bank, and threw herself into the depth.
This event produced a terrible impres-
sion ujon Tamerlane, and, in his wrath,
he ordered the prisoners who had fallen
into his Lands to be massacred. The
traditions of Tiri say that so large was
the number of the slain prisoners, whose
corpses were thrown into the Baghret

1872, as has already been stated, was
57,911 miles an increase of 56,937 miles
in thirty-fiv- e years. The largest in-

crease in length for any one year was
for 1872, being 8,077 miles. The first
report of the annual cost of railroad
routes, uncombined with steamboat-routes-,

was $531,752, on the 4th of No-
vember, 1845. The cost in 1872, was
$6,502,771 ; showing an increase of

iii twenty-seve- n yenra, and an
average increase of over $221,148 per
annum. The largest increare in cost
for any one year was for 1872, being

777,792. &cribner'ji J
I.r


